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REPEAL WEEK 
Statement by Premier 

MR C.J. BARNETT (Cottesloe — Premier) [2.02 pm]: As part of Repeal Week, the government will this 
week progress legislation to streamline government processes and remove obsolete legislation to continue the 
Liberal–National government’s efforts to reduce red tape. Later today, I intend to give notice of the introduction 
of the Statutes (Repeals) Bill 2013, which proposes the removal of more than 40 redundant acts from the statute 
book. For example, the bill will repeal obsolete laws inherited in the 1840s from the United Kingdom, including 
the laws of Dower, which relate to the property a bride brings to her groom in marriage, and another law 
preventing people being buried in the centre of Mandurah. 

Two bills currently before Parliament illustrate this government’s continuing commitment to address issues that 
tie up industry and business in unnecessary red tape and offer no benefit to consumers. The Legislative Council 
will soon begin debate on the Consumer Protection Legislation Amendment Bill 2013, which will ease 
administrative burdens on the retail, motor vehicle and property industries. For example, some businesses, 
including employment agents and real estate agents, are required to publish their licence applications in the 
newspaper. In the last 10 years, just five objections were raised in relation to licence applications. The 
Legislative Assembly will soon consider the Ports Legislation Amendment Bill 2013, which aims to improve 
port efficiency and the use of port infrastructure through the creation of four new regional port authorities that 
will replace seven existing port authorities and 13 non–port authority ports currently managed by the Department 
of Transport. 

The government has been determined to reduce the numbers of boards and committees. On coming to office in 
2008, we asked how many boards and committees existed, and the answer was more than 1 200. After 
definitional changes and a concerted effort to abolish those boards and committees that had outlived their 
usefulness, there are now only 335 boards or committees with paid members. The government has also 
implemented a number of reforms to reduce unnecessary burdens on small business, for example, establishing 
the alternative dispute resolution service, which provides a low-cost option for small business disputes; removing 
registration requirements under environmental protection regulations for hundreds of small businesses; and 
giving shoppers and retailers greater flexibility by legislating to allow late-night and extended Sunday trading 
across the Perth metropolitan area. 

Significant ground has been made in reforming approvals processes across government. In mining, the backlog 
of pending mineral title applications has been reduced to less than 6 000 from a peak of 17 000 in 2007. In 
planning, restrictions on R-codes have been removed to encourage more apartments and granny flats, and the 
introduction of development assessment panels is improving the timeliness of assessments of major 
developments. I first raised the concept of Repeal Week in February last year, as an opportunity for the 
Parliament to focus on repealing obsolete acts and removing unnecessary regulations, based on the “Corrections 
Calendar” used by the United States House of Representatives. 
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